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October 1, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

Due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic the 18th Annual Bishop’s Dinner for Community Needs will be transformed 
into the “Thanksliving Project” for 2020.  Although we are cancelling the dinner event, we hope to continue to raise funds 
in the form of sponsorships and donations, understanding that the need is even greater than ever before. Our goal is to 
fundraise a minimum of $20 000 to be distributed equally across the four designated recipient organizations: 

• The Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) 
• Children’s Foundation of Guelph and Wellington 
• Ignatius Jesuit Centre Educational Programs and Environmental Stewardship 
• Welcome Drop In Centre 

The recently completed Ontario Parent Survey conducted out of McMaster University and the Offord Centre for Child 
Studies sought to understand what families and children have been experiencing in the context of COVID-19 and what 
families and caregivers might need. The findings are significant and concerning. Almost 60 per cent of caregivers/parents 
meet the criteria for depression, and 40 per cent of caregivers/parents reported deterioration in their children’s 
behaviour or mood. Just over one-third reported some loss of income. This is one indication of the compelling level of 
need in our community. 

“The Thanksliving Project 2020 is a chance to reflect on your personal blessings. Your participation is an expression of 
gratitude and a means to proclaim a caring God to the community around us.” 

~ Bishop Douglas Crosby, OMI. Diocese of Hamilton 

Sponsors and donors are invited to make a donation, in whatever amount possible. Donations are being accepted via: 

1. Cheque – Please make the cheque payable to The Guelph Community Foundation with Thanksliving Project on the 
memo line and mail to: The Guelph Community Foundation PO Box 1311 Guelph, Ontario N1H 6N6 

2. Credit Card – go to the Thanksliving Project online donation page at: 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/52468 

3. E-transfer – please send to admin@guelphcf.ca with a note for Thanksliving Project, this account is set for 
automatic deposit, please include your full name and mailing address so a tax receipt can be sent. 

This year has been one like no other and we are extremely thankful in advance, for your consideration.   

We are beginning to welcome students back to our schools and we know that the demand for mental health supports and 
food security are high.  Opportunities for outdoor education programs will enhance our students’ well-being.   

“The Thanksliving Project is a great way to support our local community’s needs. Standing in solidarity with the 
community as a board is as important now as it is at any other time. 

With unity comes strength.” 
~ Anja Kane, Student Trustee – Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic High School 

We appreciate any support that you can provide. Your help will make a significant impact during this extraordinary time. 

Sincerely, 
 

Michael Glazier 
Director of Education and Chair, Bishop’s Dinner Planning Committee 
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